
Why our districts are so bad 
and the fight for fair maps



Gerrymandering is as old as congressional districts!

It gets worse as computers get more powerful and politics more ruthless.







● The goal was set from the start, by national 
GOP leaders: 12/4 districts would be “locked 
down” for the GOP

● Secret process -- carried out in “the bunker” -- 
Room 601 at the Doubletree Hotel in 
Columbus

● Gerrymandered districts are not competitive; 
they lead to hyper-partisanship, elected 
officials who are unresponsive to constituents 
needs. 

● Number of Congressional districts that have 
changed hands (from one party to another) 
over the ten year life of the map: ZERO 



“The district was hacked apart...they cracked every single county that I had ever 
represented...they were hacking towns apart...Parma was cracked. Cleveland was cracked, 
my home community was cracked... 

“I couldn't believe that a state that is dedicated to home rule and the importance of 
community, because it's hard to build community, that it was just thrown to the wind.”

-Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur

Snake on the Lake



Even “compact” 
districts are 
ridiculous!
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New Rules for Congressional Maps
● The new rules rein in the worst excesses of gerrymandering through

○ requirements for bipartisan mapmaking (in first three stages), 
○ greater transparency,
○ giving Ohioans tools so that they can make their own maps and participate 

more fully in mapmaking. (The Ohio Constitution now requires public hearings 
following the introduction of maps proposed by the official mapmakers and 
allows for the public submissions of districts & legislative maps.)

● Congressional redistricting emphasizes counties as political building blocks. 
● Of Ohio’s 88 counties:

○ at least 65 counties shall be contained entirely within a district, 
○ up to 18 counties may be split not more than once, 
○ up to 5 counties may be split not more than twice.

● Stage 4 four year map would have to adhere to stricter requirements protecting 
against drawing district lines to favor or disfavor political parties, candidates and 
incumbents.



These districts will change!





Upcoming Redistricting Events

https://www.facebook.com/events/400660727861821/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HA75iWxXTyegcDm03r4qHw?fbclid=IwAR1KKXnZH43DWMT1UfLBjwetNoyawx1aiKWkGFh1T1W3V-DEZs-9MiBlxyM
https://www.facebook.com/events/696861567691126/
https://www.facebook.com/events/696861567691126/
https://districtr.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApc-2rqDIoHt0c6zi9Q_4Wd7PhPa3JQlI8?fbclid=IwAR1e5PN0pu7AmVFDY8K_sKneezk2iFR1XOcsLSXyP0q5LKFYH74LveBwVyU

